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Mf.rch 2, L963 



yr. Bar.rctt Cerf 
Bandrjn; 

d57 Uadicon rve. 

Ir.cr Yorh, I!.Y. 

Dear ilr. Cerf, 

Oar comtry s,M Ite laatltutions hare been Mnd to ycu es to fw m«r. You 
havo bles-o.:^ with the opportunity of fol lo»^r.g aorerol rowcralc<^^ end succceaful 

ceresrc* Thus you h^vj bocottie rich end famous* 

if each of ua has promlsea to heap In the miles he before h^ sleeps, you 

hsTe been allotted more mllea, end they are easy ones* 

Beesusa you ere a .publisher - end s rralthy one - your obllputlon^ erj cn 
both ccjunte grt^at^r. ^'et, when our country ond Its institutions ^re in sctIoil: 
Jeopardy, you abdicated, rlth the rest of tbo eastern Inttllectuel ccmninity. 

A president hes bec*n gunned dcioi in broad dayll^t on ti'.^ ^tr-jefc^ of an 
Anierlcan city :»nd consigned to history rlth the dubious epitaph of wh^. b r»'Deonsblu 
men can bt bent consider a dubious incueat, by the govennuint thit coma into 
dominion by that murder alone* At lesat whrea times you Tare, to my V^icnlailge, 
offered the op ortunity of assuming the burden of s re3ponsiblji.publt aher. At least 
three times you failed your charge* 

Leo inuTcge, 3 respected srui comijetent writer, author of one nf the Cirit t*io 
bocks on the -subject, was under contract to you. ilia woa then a succ-^dsf^il hook 
abroad* Beccuscy you would not publish crltlciau of the ^vemmuit on thla i^:*ue, 
you retraeted from your contractual obligation* 

In October 1965, on Inrltetlon, I submitted my flrat bo^k on thl<: .►subject, 
•/iirPEV/ASa: TH?-: H^^RT 0>I TIli5 vJUhUifI H.^PORT. Until recently it was th- only book to 
rostalct Itaeif virtuiily lOC^ to the evidt^^nce of tne Coaraiasion that iavaliuctel ita 
^port* I woa not told that you did no% lilco the bock, that it was a bad one (sa i ta 
sub«?^uent history would hawn dlaproTud), but that you publisdi only astabli .bed 
authors, i’eed 1 ccxnment on itoat uniYeraal opplicotioa of this unique concept tvould 
do to the publiahlng Industry -eiid tc you. 

hhsa the field promleed profit, you contracted for a book of novel format 
by a women cf undoubted competence, }/aggl« ^‘ialde, of California. the most u4- 
rnsnly fashion, you eneaked away from xhe t one* 

Consistent with this history Is your subsecuent record* By the and of 1967, 
there remained In tho minds of rational people little doubt that the conclUElons 
of the government In its whitewashing non-lnveatiga Uon of this most awful crime 
were entirely untentblo* Joslah Thompucu produced a akllled blend of literary 
thievery end wULful error touted into a work of orltlclan when It Is, In reality, 
a formula for getting the government off the hook, for showing It the concessions 
It must moke while insisting on its haoic ooncluGioos, for perpstuit tlon of the 
monster lie that ia a national dlcihoncr. i^lriulteneoualy he dlsasaoc^^fea hliosalf 
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Troci those he terms ’’critics'* and defends the Indefeneible, the notorious inresti- 
*^tor 3 , by ?^ord ond by oLois^lon* His lo a **oi‘k of designed dl?ihnr:r.*«t»y or confnim lato 
Ir^ncTTiiGr?. "^ou seem peoud to be lt?r distributor* Here you fini your T»roper piece 
on thlc rzoBt rital issue of our lives. 

But not here alone^ for no«r you vend the rerbal vonit of an export from 
Britain thet intends our country as well as th<? Hessian a. You purvey as a book the 
ponphlet that is s perogronb-by-^eragronh reprint of o mognzlrAe ai'tlcle entitled 
‘’l.fter The »nHa 3 sinetlon" . AslJa fi-oia the coat, the me lor difreronco la In the 
siodesty of the subtitle of your preftentotion, **A. Positive Aporeia?! of tha -^erren 
n^incrV*. Cea?rously leadeJ as It Is, this dlluted,"wprnied-o7er mlDctoast of a "boch^ 

Ts hard pressed to devote two pages to a chaptfod. 

.^nd It ia anything, out an *'ep raiael of the barren Hsport**. ■‘•t is, «ave for the 
ilirbby svbtitlo ( did 1 hour tun word , e work of oonaijlcuoua sycophancy, 

on un%mdln,r iilandor of thoce who se-k the aotioik»l hoiior; and it la 

by an cnology for © man who has not the kidney to face me, on hlo work or mine, in 
any forum of bis ohoselng. 

Indeed, despite hla brnve but entirely false front, frnn the Internal evidence 
of thr aerivenlng of the cdnence, he Ic without the means of moking ca apprc.iasl of 
tho ‘^erren i<eport for be -ither to not postocr.ed of its allsgad baokatop tng, the 26 
volumes of -^h^t for Inck of a proner word in tha longuago ia termed ’’ovidence” , or 
worse, it is beyond his comprehension , outside hia underatandlng, exceeding eees hla 
cr^pecity in limited arithmetic. 

If you can face It, I invito you to oneu - ^r. Sparrow’s "book** so woll suited 
to bl 2 nrrsa to page 2. Here you will find this sentence: 

*^he evidonce taken by the Conalaeion was pubdlshod in twenty-six volumoa, 
h^'lf of them xnslstlng of photogm^a enl other exhibits." With tho first 15 of the 
26 devoted nntiroly to "tc.Ttiaion/* rolleved by no si?igle picture, this la untrue in 
Dunib'^r cf'lr bulk. 

It la, in fact, g.merous to consider that the eminent werden of Ail -^^Inta 
hes- undorteken to "sT>prelse" the Warden Hgport without having the evidence without x 
which be caniot ep relae it. Tlifi site -native is lass comp limant ary . This gruesome lack 
of '-uo lelgo of these 26 vnlumeri I? further ll u^trct^d by Mr. Sparrow’s direct 
ouo^4tlon of an entirely non-existent witneae. Aa e meooure of tne integrity rith 
whl'cl you have you thst I Inf rmod him In writing that t iers no reraale 

clerk from th^ Irviflg Sport Shop who t.-otiflad (p^age 16j/ in advance of publicetior 
of the "book". A"s undounted by sex /or as unable to diacrimlnat^as he Is by fbet end 
reality, your exalted author, learned lickspittle that he is, v/rltec: 

"In feet, thf clerk woe c wenen, and all she sold about seoing uaA’wlb. v/us 
that she could not remerabor hlo over being in the shop." 

That th Vst port, of the sentenc*^ is o non-sequdtur la one oi thf.i minor blights 
of the tdine. ^t is precleoly the point thet this was not end could not have been tto 
Peel Lee Horvey Oswald who et the gun shop but a dolibarote counterfeit whd^I 
dubbed tbe Folse Oswald. 

However, bt-sceuae it Is m-erent that :4r. ^narrow is here to barnatortn, h-vlng, 
incongruously, mede hia first appearance on NBC, now omar of Random liouae (when hda 
work ws»s entirely unknown end unedv^^rtisod, e new merctondiSlng concept, if what is 
merc>iepdl5;ad iiith? printed w^rk, which I do net for one moment believe) i encourage 
you not to dlapstrh him to I5e3j.sf, where men prize thotr inenhood snd v;ddl Uwnyne 
Ryder, whou-' testimony (volume 11, pp. .?24i'f) quoted, lives. 
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i-o i-^r. Sperron cemio!; "apprulsa" the "arron “Report because he either aoea 
act fc-iw or rtoes net unierst-.nd th^ "eTl •enco" from uMoh it sll'-gcdly derivoa, 

^ tni cholco to you. 



■Vhat, th«n, C'.n bo and -Joes b* "apr-ralse”*' T,,o-’e -bo^n«-r bin and those 
leas fortunate, who read him, will conclude that 'it Ic ths "critics'’, whevuhe 
•lenders ss "domenologlsts". 3ut how much better can he do that, ee?uraln^ this 
were, rsally, tils Intent* 

Cn 13 he aeye of my hooka, "Vr. T.elsbsBB hee ruhUahsd three", how it 

h'.i'-eno t.h.rt'l hev» detected a alngle diffarcnce between the oow-eeeonf-h-^nd 
mccnzlr-e articl«» sr.d your rotreadlng. '.liat aoo/is derlnneted "Selected Eaadlne 
Llet" (nsgs ’76), waa on ’'ocomber 14 desiszieteC, The followdn.? are among th® oo -ia 
and pfrlodloala consulted by .-(r. Sparrow". Mthouz^h it is entirely unrel.,teu 5 i here, 
fnjm, hie bibliogj.'e'ohv Incl-iden "MacBlrd’'. Ilare, slao, is ap first boc c 
oaiyi imu.-op»rly Uated aa hcVlns been publl.-:hsQ by ^ell, «-hlch rnprlnted it. How 
It t'lHt before tUia explaniition oT b^pponed to tiki -irittsii 

was written (to consider Sparrow la to know anat hap!;en©a to Britannia), 1 hud writtan 
and probably already published four books. Certainly if llr. Sparrow's sources are 
more crlwlnel then -r. ‘hompson'a (aud they could hardly he leaa ao), if he knew 
sneuTh to responsibly white that 1 "'ent to Uew urleans to ss-,ist In the iaveatlgation , 
he knew that on celng ints rwiewed there, following my testimony before the gr^ina 
jury, I ennottccad that my fotirth bo-)k hen been ccnrpletad prior to this appearance. 

Sut slat kind of "appralael" can ha made by a "scholar" of the writing of a 
r."n to whnm he e-edlta ?£«!, of hie uubli cly-knom output whon he pretends Ir his 
c 7 ;n VbHogmphy knowleGge of but ",5pr.raiai«l", clearly, w«? neither 'Ir. sparrow a 

por 'result, tte is « propajwndist, notiveted by L,tllca and unoeterrru by 
lpncr*'nne. To regard the " scholar ship'- of the warden of All Snlats le to lament 
for Oxford I 



In C'Z'wnon with those of hie ilk who find fane end profit In blind '’Pology 
for ■"hat cannot, be justified, lar. bparrow doro not confront avon that faraction of 
^ work with which he aug"aats accuuiubance. Ills ia ^e steward 
ferked-tongue literati sho fashion injtunt ertdeaice with a nip 
ohw"td.r that orettnda the confrontttlon with my writing is dec•^^■tlvely headed 
"L-ne and ^elaber^'. Begiuilng with an unalloyed lie and unaboahed by his new 
concert of pr^'^f (the Barren ^’enort ia proved to ba rli^t because it rays it la>, 
with nc nors/fetter on hie Wlaohooa toahhe ImpoEca (chlch Ir none), he finds it 
nocultlo tc'ad'..re8S me in but iwrt of a alcgle paragraph. Here, on elsovfcs re, ho d>.a8 
not on a elncla oecaalon mention the cciiaidei-eblo vclunc of evidence i ue nr sen^ 
all citod by the official aource. instead, he tells a He about tuo sin, Ac one ox 
books that he ner.tlona, saying 1 "content" myaalf "with a w! 

cal questions". Inailrad by this embELf lataew^ of Anaaica, he blon^. still another 11 

TTlIfh 3I1III QTicthdr cojic©!^^; 

">lr. Lane and J'Ax. '.Velaburg hsT .4 therefore adopted a method of controversy that ds« 
does not expose then to direct rsfUtetlon: they offer no courected account of *hat 
they think ocoured", 

Any sentihle chili who hsa read .’EITE7<A:53 here camet but conclude that Mr. 
Soaeeow has neither the B6 volumes nor thi understandlcg, for my accost is quite 
explicit, it seys that Cawnld wus fwsruec, ttot the ConiAsaion proved ho ote. no 
one that it had irrefutJbie proof of the existence of a con&piibcy( spool fiod), 
and'that each of its eoncluelons la Invalidated by Ito own cost axlncncc. 

How It hfro-ans that the explicit .icnclualcn of my book Ic th.^t the 
#ob hT 3 not been dona and etlhu must be, entirely in public rand preiarobiy oy -congress, 

I did not set out to either exculpate Oswald («hi,*h tvi» ■ ** while 

\ waxen tne -ornmlaslon 
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brazealj^ mlarepresenting Its reduiituiiit proofs) or to solve tho crime (^Ich I 
rogrrd sa a reaponsiblllty 3 O 0 l‘'ty tad »i0V9rnncr.t cfiiii.ot delegate). But had I 
Int^Tjaeo to eateblir.h the iraioeencc- of tta iiordored accused^ it Li;cc£.ibry fo? 
mo tc T5TOTP 7?ho did com it tha crin ea. to ppova he uidnH. ’^ero liila phii^aophy 
to prevail In lov: or Logic, rrhidH any accused uvi^r be seb ftjo. 

I cannot areek for Britain (any more, ^ hope, than !Ar. Sparrow), hut I 
cim insist thu^ this does not obtain in the *^altod :;tat6B. To •'^dvorice. It on 
aoT’loua crlticiam, ns ow , with your banevolenc^, doot', it to underline 

hi ft ph.t.l'^Bophy thet ono*''^S^ii’V€ thoUc;'^*periahou witli Uitlai’ ^r.d to mphn.iizo 
thrt the position of our gmtiaaont end ita apologiats put Ui 
Crermany 19 and Orwell 1984* 



In cuy -‘vant, Mr. Sparrow* a deci*inoxion of this chapter and 

‘iffttaberg*' la iio to his high >nt 3tnnd<jr l cf intellectual llt.^i*ary hooacty. 
ir. has n''thinj 5 of ”;ielsb 3 rg but rieeting niisr-iproaoutatlon axi-l iloa tnun 
not ec .idental and are no lwa$ moni: trous fOr thuir orayity. 



With the bravery of a of yokera attacking an artliritlo octogenarian, 

this loArnod amlnonca eacbows confrontation with those ha asi-aila with Impunity 
and slanders with your con' ivanca. Be will non confront me in bafora 

audiftcco of nla peore, nor ^»"uld he In nritixiti in the initial yehicla for his 
dobaeemont of the InteUect the t you coranerclsllze for him. l a the lit»?rcry 
nlKht-snesk, Che more contemptible for his cowardice. However, if you think 
otherwise, may I invite you to ar ange a confrontation, verbally or in Arlting. 
i need no notice, ^ need cnly his vrittng, for that la mere then enough. It Is 
a fitting ui^nuineat to this . 3 ?rpty ^hell of s *^unn who has only thf beard tae 
trouftprs'tw es a claim to m^inhood. Think: ycu that oaa who invsati; -dtnes^es to 
Quote directly, who doesn’t havvs the ^evldonce* he ^appralo^c’’, dersn t unier* 
stand it, or both, dare face those of ue who, hitherto unknown, have asnimed the 
ebendened burden of the iatellectuola of refaown< 

f 

I ccuid produce a msnusoi’ipb endlyzing hie t^ica Ita Icc.gth, henrat^y 
and thoroughly documented, in a week oX w<jik. fUls, aa he w?ll laic'.‘a, is another 
reason he will atab in the badk but not lo^’k into the aye. I spere you that, for 
you will, I trust, come to be aufiiciently ssluii^Qd v4Ab that writing on the 
aarassinetlon and its fake Invostigation that 5»es nsvf^x intenceu to be an inveeti- 
getlon you have chosen as your personal oontribution to the prevalence of freedom 
and the viability of our society. I coacluus with tlii- quototlon of vhst I bfliavo 
you w5l^ find th u grossest libel that you are now distributinp. 

\a he cannot pretend to ctxaraine my writing xmvo by dishonest lumping .Itb 
Lene^*^, eo the depravity of hia deliberate defamation drives him to bracket me 
with Joesten and his strange beliefs with toine^ If you CrU boor but a falngla 
‘ adoltinutil look at year product, pre-y open it to page 21. Hera you will r^ad: 

’’At the sane tiiao, ssys llr. Joeiitnin, there wca on fb*^t 6 conspiracy to 
id.Il the President, the porties to which included one of tho ProjldMUt’s aides, 
ICen 0 •Donnell. •• .In essentials the plot i;. the same as that postulated oy .V.essra. 
Lane and ^eiaberg. 



While 1 freely grent th»«t Vr. Jeasten b-js sucoaedad in ^hat I would hove 
tnoutfhl b.yoiid ths cupeoity of c^c in df.f<imlns the Dallas pcUce, hi n concepts 
are In no sense aine. There is notiiiig in either cy srltln/s or my^o.Un^ tint 
eran cno aa Isotelng in honesty or ^peno^ a. year British iaport con situ nis 
own p.cuUar sickneae of mlns^ o/ of intellect torture into onytnlng 
even ranotely apr.roslmatlns tola. is u aeliber*ta, jfilicloxia lihel in * Ich 
you, as dlstributoiv share raerpoanibiiity. 
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T]^i3, Ic tliw -clfll of bo.k on tbi rr^order of ca /liiiarican pr -^l-iont 

Pftti(lc‘a Hpuae ^na B9n.!:8tt Cerf 7:111 ;ubllsb., distribute, promote or isaooiyte 
pn«m3el7'i3 :dtH, Not tbose that 5 ? ilc tb* rocovary of this netii,nul h^nox 
iatv^^y fcrfBited tn tho?^ aczdloiz gp-t'ot ac^adola end tr^ticdioa tnjl fclio .oil 
the worse ere cf tte iiTurder Itself. ::ot^hOi.»? cer'eirg reuanctic.! hi hoaojl; 
coufe salon of error. 

*Ca presijiine the fallibility of mon and gxJV-^rnm-.at. Our entire iiiechnniam 
cf juntlca If nredioeted on cert^Jinty tliot the most eXi»lt 2 i Ui, tno 

judcaa, Inavltebly will err. i’hoao w^o aubetitube Ji3te for tLoigiit fail;s to 
realize tnat It Is In th ractlflcjtlon cf error th&t goT^rnaonta onxn traat 
end erow strong. If courts can and do err inside ta echame 0 ^ organized srrl 
policed justice, ia there sny praaumptlon that an ex pnrte probeediag of un- 
checiced sad uncontrolled humane vrltlQ}? the rul*?? as they'^c-ir be jamr/one to 
error, ae^urclnf^ this wes their int^nt'^ 

r 

I ls<rt'ar« ycu on this fundamental of tao denocritlc belief because It 
is foreign to the vnderet ending and writing of the mun you 

have Just, with consoicaous success, begun td present to your countryasn aa 
its erpenent and chemplcn. Vro wc- tc ?esu:;t thi't his appearance on tot fodsy 
Show, th<: n«ticQ*a top xiiomliis 1*7 booking that in ao constantly -taUtd tiinae 
who %rite with ac-^urocy on this eubject - the ano® cf tho 0 .Xier of dundon n^jUas- 
Is Here colaaldenca ana both the ^iiid nne the bo^lnningi I hOiia [ nm Tirong, buc I do 
not. Row remericabie It is that this unannounced work Is ^so heavily promoted 
before It la on yole, 0 new sales aevlco, selling s book thf-t cannot bo t-ou^ht. 

It anti the deception of the London T±ma -^iterary lup :.ltment , ^rhere it first 
hebeexatod Guttenbuxg, Ahcrc It w«a billed as, 0 ariociel titicle r^itber cLun u 
’’book", and whoro It rexved an the vehicle for curt of the prc»parntion for '^he 
cjoTiing political asbaBOlabtion of Uc-tert iCeni. ody, ars acre aug^jeutivo thn t tho 
purposs of the book i: to Justify the media attention to Ihs befroclrsd fink 
whoso real purpose ia to befoul the mina, not to sell this eneaxla that is 
leas then a respectable How further rsautrkubld is ilo timing, to 

ooincliie wltU th*:i sc^^l^d 'm^ginMiug OiT tLa tr^l in uxicf.n*j, f:. 'which it 
aerveij us atil unortif^^in the Oiidlesa to capture t^-e aiLdc of the 

Judges in advance end to corrupt all thobs who might sit on the Jury. 

And how rfciixilacont all of it is of tho rotten sesnoi*! of the CIi 
prootitutlon of th« other end of acholarahip, the stuaents. Only when you 
unvlex'ste/bi fch^- diatresa of tiie ^Lasut^b iutoxligc;MOO Gi’Tis cY^r lliio autjict 

esn you bar:ln tn reollze ho^v entire? iy censisteat with their need 1 :■ yrur 
prf*aent effort^^A^'oehulf, whether or noc it io of this tnapirot Lon, vhstUei or 
not it so subsidize If or hua this intimt. 

Those whos^ prooccuption centers on acco*^ability or profit cujy Had It 
difiijjult to understand, but tUifi v.orries lae greatly and I un ceized by ep rchen- 
Sion for our future, our iiLi^odiete futuro, oa I am troubled by our I hope 

it is las .4 difficult to concoivo ttL.t biiiply by being bom here 1 inherited 
benefits chat p^xt ne in lifelong debt I acknc'^l-Jige ana assume cud tc 

meet with tbr Iciigost dsya and ehertest ^If^ts on ^rhich raen can survive- shorter 
nl*^t 3 end long».-r days tha^ four years ago I could imegine possible. Your venture 
d<»nied ne the Utile sleep 1 would h.*V 3 liad had it come to the noiiert of 
Irtex retiring, ^^fter tv;o r.i 2 tui-hi.l nourj in *thich lay mind kert my evee open 
end w«3ri0fi ihrelf ponderiini the ultiru.tc mo ning of this thin-- u^on 7*hich vou 
ope no*?» eniisgsd, 1 had to a^laa taa ^rlts ycu. i believe I owe It to you he 
nu'^b art to myself and tbot wo both ore t .e tlno of writing ana reading to 60 ti«s - 
thing more imp4'rt»^nt then either of us# 

Aud novv the thin, liurd lignt of tLs winter’s day ib here. I hope It 
brings a little 11 “^ht to you, too. 



Sincerely, 



